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INVICTUS GAMES 
Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Veterans Issues) [2.05 pm]: On Thursday and Friday last week, 
along with my friend the Minister for Sport and Recreation, I attended the 2018 Invictus Games in Sydney. The 
games have rightly been highly publicised and are extremely popular. The level of public attention has been 
phenomenal and beyond what even the organisers envisaged. 
Sydney 2018 was the fourth Invictus Games with 500 competitors from 18 nations competing in 11 medal sports. 
They were supported by 1 000 family members and friends and over 110 000 spectators, including via a global 
broadcast. With very little advertising, over 3 000 people applied for 1 000 volunteer positions, some travelling 
from interstate to assist. Like so many international sporting events such as the Olympics, Commonwealth Games 
and world cups, these Invictus Games once again proved that Australia and the Australian people are second to 
none as hosts and organisers. 
The word “invictus” means unconquered. It embodies the fighting spirit of wounded, injured and sick service 
personnel and personifies what can be can achieved post-injury. The games harness the power of sport to inspire 
recovery, support rehabilitation and generate a wider understanding and respect for those who serve their country. 
I was very proud to represent the government and present the medals for the IF2 men’s shot-put. As well as 
attending athletics sessions, I watched the incredible wheelchair rugby or “murderball” as it is often known. The 
spirit amongst and between competitors in all sports and from all nations was as much a highlight for me as 
watching competitors push themselves to their limits. 

I also attended the employment fair, which was one of the associated events. Transition to other employment and 
careers for our ex-service personnel is something that I am very passionate about as state Minister for Veterans 
Issues. We need to do as much as we can to provide opportunities for our veterans and spread the message that 
employing a veteran is not charity; it is good business. 

On Friday, the creation of a new organisation, Veteran Sport Australia, was announced. It will connect veterans 
and their families with individual and team sports, one-off competitive events, camps and games like 
Invictus Games. In addition, it will provide pathways to coaching and mentoring training, and access to financial 
assistance for those who cannot afford to participate. It has been tentatively proposed that with the Invictus Games 
moving to a biennial schedule, domestic games could be held in Australia with competition between states and 
territories in the alternate years. The Minister for Sport and Recreation and I strongly support this initiative and 
we are keen to explore the opportunity for Western Australia to host these games. I would like to go further, 
though, and include New Zealand to make it a truly Anzac games. I will progress this with the federal Minister for 
Veterans’ Affairs, my counterparts in other states and territories, and with Veteran Sport Australia. 
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